
Syllabus

Course Title: Watson’s Caring in the Digital World

1. Certificate of Completion issued upon successful completion of the course.

2. Course Type: Online 

3. Pre-requisites:None. This is an introductory course.

4. Course Description: Learners will be introduced to Watson’s Caring Theory and how it 
can be implemented in digital communications with students, colleagues, and others. 
Exploration and learning related to key concepts will be supported through the 
introduction of mindfulness practices, reflective narrative, and contemplative art.  

5. Course Faculty:  Kathleen Sitzman, PhD, RN, CNE, ANEF, FAAN, Distinguished Watson 
Caring Science Scholar

6. Course Objectives: 
a. Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to:

i. Describe practical examples that illustrate Watson’s 10 Caritas Processes 
and Transpersonal Caring Moments in the digital world.

ii.Use research based digital world caring practices to convey and sustain 
caring in digital communications.

iii. Apply research-based digital caring communication principles to 
convey caring during digital interactions.

iv. Discuss how Watson’s Digital Caring Touchstones might be useful 
in everyday professional practice.

7. Teaching Strategies: 
a. Providing course specific reading materials in either print and/or online formats
b. Asynchronous online postings and discussion boards
c. Online reflective journaling
d. Multimedia presentations as appropriate in the online setting

8. Topical areas:
a. Watson’s Theory of Human Caring as context for Digital Caring
b. Conveying and sustaining caring in digital environments
c. Expressing caring in digital communications
d. Digital Caring Touchstones

9.  Students are expected to demonstrate academic integrity:



a. Students will do their own work and assist others with course work only when 
the instructor specifies that group work/collaboration is expected or acceptable.

b. Students will not copy the language, structure, and ideas of others and then 
indicate that they created the work themselves. Students will provide citations 
when using/discussing the work of others.

c. Students will be truthful regarding any work in this course.
d. Students will treat themselves and others with love, respect, courtesy, and an 

appreciation for diversity.
e. Students will maintain anonymity/privacy related to the situations described in 

reflective narratives.

10. Evaluation Methods: This class will be pass/fail. Students earning 80% of the total points 
available in the course will receive a passing grade and earn the corresponding 
Certificate of Completion.

11. Posting of Grades: All grades will be posted in the course grade book. In compliance 
with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act, grades are not public and will be 
visible to individual students and the instructor.  

12. Required textbook: 
a. Sitzman, K., Watson, J. (2017). Watson’s Caring in the Digital World. New York, 

New York: Springer Publishing.


